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Levasseur

Genealogy by DNA or Genetic Genealogy  

by: Gilles Carmel __

Article # 2101201003-01 www.levasseur.org    https://www.facebook.com/associationlevasseur 

I visited ''Search for Adam'' a National Geographic Society documentary on the Scientific ADAM also called, 
EURASIAN.   

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/06/0624_050624_spencerwells.html  

This National Geographic Society documentary presents Dr. Spencer Wells’ research project titled: 
Genographic Project. The objective of his study was to trace the migratory passage of man based on DNA 
analysis of individuals on a world wide basis.   

For geneticists, Scientific Adam, is the common ancestor for all people. There are sequences in the Y 
chromosome that permit going back to man’s most primitive origins. In our genes we have the history of all 
our ancestors. They have found for the EURASIANS (Europe-Asia) a common ancestor. It is the M-168 
marker. This Scientific Adam, also called Eurosiatic Adam lived approximately 60,000 years ago and 
originated in Africa. His descendants migrated from Africa. 

DNA studies (DesoxiboNucleic Acid) permitted the categorization of a series of genealogical groups that 
descend from a common ancestor at a prehistoric moment (M-168). They are the haplogroups. There are 
two kinds of haplogroups: the haplogroups defining the Y (Y-DNA) chromosome inherited from father to son 
and those (DNA mt) inherited from the mother. The first is to inform about the agnatic lineage (or patrilinear) 
and the other, is on the cognatic lineage (matrilinear).

http://www.levasseur.org
https://www.facebook.com/associationlevasseur
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/06/0624_050624_spencerwells.html
http://www.levasseur.org
https://www.facebook.com/associationlevasseur
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/06/0624_050624_spencerwells.html
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The haplogroups Y-DNA are used to determine if two individuals with the same family name are descendants 
of a same ancestor in the recent pass. (3 to 20 generations. We use the marker STR (Short Tandem Repeat) 
for this test. The SNP tests (Single Nucleotide Polymorphism) is to retrace to ancestral origins much further 
back and to identify ethnic groups to which our ancestors belonged. (For example Celtic, Jewish, Germanic, 
Slavic etc.) 

The R1B is by far the most common haplogroup in Occidental Europe. Note that many Normans are of the 
haplogroup I. Effectively, Rollon and his Vikings settled in Normandy at the beginning of the 10th century. 
Negotiations led to the Saint-Clair-sur-Epte treaty in 911. According to Historians, he is the first Duke of 
Normandy. Many French Canadian families are from the haplogroup I. For example the following family 
members are of the haplogroup I: Duseau, Amireau, Bélanger, Bouchard, Tessier, Auger, Cantin, Hamel, 
Lacroix etc.  Many Normands are of the haplogroup I.   

Here are a few examples:

HAPLOGROUP ETHNIC GROIP

H Rom og gypsu

J2 Jew

Q3 American Indian

I Scandanavian Countries

R1A Eastern Europe

R1B Occidental Europe 

 THE HAPLOGOUPE I

SUB-HAPLOGROUP AREA OF HIGHER 
DENSITY

ASSOCIATED ETHNIC 
GROUPS

I1 Scandinavia AND 
Northern Germany 

Nordic, Ancient 
Germanic Tribes and 
Vikings

I2a1 Sardanian Basques 
and some Albania, 
Northern Greece, 
Bulgaria, Romania 
Ukraine, Byelorussia 
and South West 
Russia

Western Italy, 
Western France 
Mediterranean coast, 
Maher 

I2a2 Ex-
Yugoslavia,Moldavia

Slavic dinaric 
(Croatians, Serbians 
and Bosnian

I2B Central and North 
Germany, Benelux, 
Northern Sweden 
and the Benelux. Part 
of  Denmark, East of  
England and part of  
France.

Germanic 

The R1B can be divided in sub-groups. For example: 

SUB-HAPLOGROUP HIGH DENSITY ASSOCIATED ETHNIC 
GROUP

R1B1a (M18) Sardania Sardanian

R1b1c1	 Ireland Irish

R1b1c2 (M65) Ireland Basque

R1b1c3 (M126) Germany England 
and Ireland Ireland 

Celtic

R1b1c6 Iberia (especially) 
Catalonia, Cornwall, 
Gallic Country and 
Ireland

Celtic, Celtic Insular 

R1b1c7 (M222) North West Ireland 
and Western 
Scotland

Scots and Irish 

R1b1c8 (P66) Northern Italy Celtic Cisalpines 

R1b1c9 (S21) Frisland, Netherlands Occidental Germans 
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For those wanting more information on the geographic distribution of the ethnic origins of halpogroups 
check:  

http://www.eupedia.com/europe/origines_haplogroupes_europe.shtml 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplogroup_I1_(Y-DNA)  

The Board of directors of the Levasseur Association has decided to capitalize on this scientific discovery 
and to undertake a DNA project of the Levasseur French heritage. This decision was taken and ratified at 
the Association’s Annual meeting in Bécancour on October 3, 2009.   

Three volunteers of the Pierre Levasseur lineage and three of the Laurent Levasseur lineage participated 
on these projects. 

http://www.frenchdna.org/  

This DNA French heritage project (DNAFH) is for all those who think they have French ancestors. This 
project is in operation since May 2005. The results (code name and Family name) are part of a data bank 
that eventually will become of great importance. In Quebec, Mr. Jacques Beaugrand, a retired scientific 
researcher, is president of DNAFH and is also a member of the French Canadian Genealogy Society   
  
In Quebec, Mr. Jacques Beaugrand, a retired scientific researcher, is president of DNAFH and is also a 
member of the French Canadian Genealogy Society. We met with Mr. Beaugrand in Bromont on 
November 7, 2009. He will be doing an analysis of the Levasseur DNA test results and the genealogical 
lineage of six volunteers. Once he has certified that the six volunteers have a common profile, he will 
proceed with the SNP test to determine our distant ancestral origins (Celtic, Jewish, Germanic, etc).  

In 2011, Mr. Beaugrand accepted to be the guess speaker at our annual meeting in Sherbrooke. He spoke 

http://www.eupedia.com/europe/origines_haplogroupes_europe.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplogroup_I1_(Y-DNA)
http://www.frenchdna.org/
http://www.eupedia.com/europe/origines_haplogroupes_europe.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplogroup_I1_(Y-DNA)
http://www.frenchdna.org/
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This DNA research on three volunteers of Laurent’s lineage and that of Pierre and Jean should enable us to 
answer certain questions about the origins of Levasseur descendants. 

1. Is Laurent a relative of Pierre and Jean Levasseur? 

2. y what migrations did the original ancestors of Laurent and those of Pierre pass? Is the point of 
origin is Africa (M-168)? Did they come directly from Africa to France or did they pass by Asia, the 
Scandinavian Countries, Celtic Countries or Palestine?  

3. These test will determine the genetic signatures of the Levasseurs and the (Levavasseurs). 

The project in Canada is being carried out in association with France. In time, we will be in a position to 
establish comparisons with Levasseurs living in France. We think that there are many varied groups of 
Levasseurs in France. The Levasseur Family name is a very common name. In France, there are more than 
600,000 different family names and the Levasseur name is in the 619th position in terms of usage  

       https://www.geneanet.org/genealogie/1/Nom-de-famille.php 

We invite other Levasseur to participate in this project. A large number of participants will provide more 
points for comparison. These would be useful to determine genealogical links. 

Certain Levasseur who have a break in their genealogical link, due to a lack or unavailable official documents, 
could discover whether they are descendants of Pierre and Jean or from Laurent or possibly another 
Levasseur lineage. A large number of persons participating in this research will subsequently enable us to 
retrace a missing genealogical link. 

DNA genetic will not modify our data base. Genetic genealogy begins where classical genealogy ends and 
when there are no more documents to study. 

It is important to note that the goal of the DNA project is not to determine whether a specific individual is 
truly a Levasseur. That is why all tests are anonymous. The only information known is the family name with 
sample key number.  

We therefore hope that this new tool will enable us to learn more about on our origins.

In a future issue, DNA test results on our volunteers

If you are interested in the subject, we invite you to start by reading the very complete article on 
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical_DNA_test 

Also : https://www.familytreedna.com/

https://www.geneanet.org/genealogie/1/Nom-de-famille.php
https://www.geneanet.org/genealogie/1/Nom-de-famille.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical_DNA_test
https://www.familytreedna.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical_DNA_test
https://www.familytreedna.com/
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The Association, Levasseur d'Amérique Inc. is a non-profit organization, 
founded in 1988, in accordance to a federal charter. Its goals are: 

• To join together and unite a large number of Levasseur and other 
descendants who have adopted the patronymic Borgia, Carmel, Carmell, 
Vasseur, Vassor, Vasser. 

• To promote, develop and diffuse historical genealogical knowledge about 
the Levasseur families with Internet, an electronic Newsletter published 
three times per year also the publication of genealogical dictionaries. 

• To maintain and update, on an ongoing basis, the genealogical data base 
available to members at all times on the Internet.  

• To make available to members a family photo album and the Newsletters 
that the Association has published since 1988.  

• To honor the memory of our forefathers and their descendants by way of 
monuments, plaques or symbolic gestures that commemorate historic 
events that are chronicle the Levasseur family. 

• To gather all documents related to the Levasseur family for the purpose of 
constructing archives that will constitute the heritage or our Association 
and that will provide a source of information for historians and 
genealogists.

LEVASSEUR ASSOCIATION

Join our team of volunteers,  contact us ! !

Web site : www.levasseur.org - webmaster@levasseur.org 

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/associationlevasseur 

Other Levasseur Association Web sites: 

irma.levasseur.org
militaires.levasseur.org
carmel.levasseur.org
borgia.levasseur.org

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Fam_Levasseur

We would appreciate if you could send us family related documents that would add to our data 
base of archives and also enable us to continue the publication of the Levasseur Newsletter 
three times per year. The participation of the Levasseurs and members of their families is 
essential to allow us to pursue our mission. Send us your photos and texts for the next 
publication of the Newsletter. You can download them very easily with this new tool and by 
providing a brief description of the photo or text that is being sent. Following receipt of your 
documents, a copy of all information to be published in the Newsletter will be sent to you for 
approval prior to final publication.
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